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Headteacher’s Welcome  

  

I am delighted to present our options booklet                                                      

showing the courses that could be available for September 2026.   

  

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum includes examined subjects and core content. Our 

examined content sees all students studying English Language, English              

Literature, Maths and Science.  Our core content ensures all students follow non 

examined courses in PE and PSHE. Each young person is then able to select four additional courses, and 

we are all here to support these being informed choices.  

  

Results at Fakenham in recent years have been excellent and improving year on year. However, Key Stage 

4 at Fakenham is not just about gaining qualifications. We are committed to all students being able to 

flourish and we know that everything that occurs alongside taught lessons remains vital for our young 

people. Our Values are to be Kind, Ambitious and Determined and we support all to enjoy learning about 

different subjects, develop their personal skills including independent learning and resilience and         

continue to play an active role in school life.   

  

Sports teams, music lessons, drama productions, trips and co-curricular opportunities remain an            

incredibly important part of our offer to Year 10 and 11 students. All students will complete work          

experience in Year 10 to develop themselves further and engage in the world of work. Our pastoral and 

careers team support the students throughout this period with developing knowledge of Post 

16 pathways and a range of opportunities occur in Key Stage 4 to allow engagement with Sixth Forms,  

including the brilliant Fakenham Sixth Form, Colleges and Apprenticeship providers.   

  

Many thanks for taking the time to read through this information and engaging in the Choices process.  

  

   

  

Mr G. Green   

Headteacher   
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Year 9 Guided Choices 2026  

Thank you for taking the time to consider your choices for Year 10 and 11.   

The Guided Choices booklet contains an outline of the process for this year and the course descriptors. 

The information contained here will give you the information to make the best decisions about your     

future study at Fakenham Academy.   

The process this year might well be different from your experience of this process in the past.   

  

Pre decision information   

23rd October - Careers event in school.   

4th December - Parents’ evening in school with teachers from 4.30 to 7pm.   

Report issued in January.   

 

Stage 1 – Thursday 29th January    

Careers Information Guidance and Advice Evening.  

Students will follow a programme of Advice and Guidance during Enhancement time.  

 

Stage 2 – Thursday 29th January to Friday 6th February    

Survey to find out what course students are interested in us running.   

 

Stage 3 – Thursday 26th February to Wednesday 11th March     

Making your actual Choices via an electronic form.   

Discussions in school to ensure that students have chosen the correct courses for them.   

 

Stage 4 - By April   

Receiving your offer by letter.   

 

Stage 5 - By the end of May   

Discussion with senior staff to finalise the courses you will follow in Year 10 and 11.   

At all stages staff will be on hand to answer questions and give guidance. By following this process, we are 

sure that all students will have a more personalised and appropriate curriculum at Fakenham               

Academy, leading to more and varied opportunities in the rest of their lives.   
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ART AND DESIGN GCSE  

  

Through the Art and Design GCSE students will be encouraged to be adventurous and develop an          
enquiring approach. They will develop an understanding of past and contemporary art practice and be 
able to produce artwork that embraces a range of ideas.  
 

The GCSE is made up of 2 components:  

• Component 1 Personal Portfolio - 60%  

• Component 2 Externally Set Assignment - 40%  

  

What will be studied?  

  

During the course students will learn a range of art skills and techniques, developed through thematic 
projects. This will be the basis for the personal portfolio needed for Component 1. They will have the    
opportunity to produce practical work in painting and drawing, sculpture, mixed media, textiles and    
photography. The course gives learners the opportunity to specialise in these areas or work in a variety   
of media.  
 

How is the course assessed?  
 

At present both components are assessed by the art teacher and moderated by a visiting assessor.  
 

There are four assessment objectives:  

AO1 - Develop  

AO2 - Refine  

AO3 - Record  

AO4 - Present  
 

How can parents help?  
 

Parents can help by supporting students with their research, gathering resources and visiting galleries.  
 

Where next?  
 

After successfully completing the Art GCSE students can go on to study AS or A level in Art and Design or 
Photography. Once successfully completing a Level 3 course, students can apply for a wide range of art 
and design courses to study at degree level.  



6 

 

BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECH AWARD IN SPORT  

 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied knowledge and skills 
through realistic vocational contexts. They will explore the different types and providers of sport and 
physical activity, as well as the equipment and technology available. Building on this, they will look at   
individuals’ differing needs, to gain an understanding of how to increase participation in sport while      
further developing their knowledge and understanding of anatomy and physiology in a contextualised 
way. They will then apply their knowledge and skills to planning and delivering sports activity sessions for 
participants in practical sessions.   
 

What will be studied?  
 

Learners will study:  

Component 1: Preparing students to take part in sport and physical activity (30%)  

Component 2: Taking part and improving other participants' sporting performance (30%)  

Component 3: Developing fitness to improve other participants' performance in sport and physical        
activity (40%)  

  

How is the course assessed?  

Components 1 and 2, both 30% each, are assessed by internal assessments. These are set by the exam 
board, marked by your teacher and moderated by the exam board.  Component 3, worth 40%, is an      
external assessment set and marked by the exam board.  

  

How can parents help?  

Encourage students to be involved in after school teams and clubs.  

Support students in the completion of 
homework and preparation of assign-
ments.  

Support with revision for the exam.  

 

Where next?  

Level 3 courses, apprenticeships.   Students 
will be able to access a range of jobs from 
coaching, sports therapist to fitness         
instructor or even working in ‘non sports’ 
related sectors such as sales and mar-
keting.  
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BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECH AWARD IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

  

This qualification is for learners interested in taking a hands-on course alongside their GCSEs that will 
offer them a practical introduction to life and work in the dynamic travel and tourism industry, allowing 
them to make an informed decision about their future learning and career.   

 

This course will give learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied knowledge and technical 
skills in a practical learning environment. They will develop key transferable skills through vocational    
contexts, by exploring products and services offered by different travel and tourism organisations, the 
features of popular tourist destinations, how organisations use market research and trends 
to identify and meet customer needs requirements, and the factors that influence global travel and     
tourism. The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as researching,     
planning, and making decisions and judgements.  

  

What will be studied?  

Learners will study:  

Component 1: Travel and Tourism organisations and destinations  

Component 2: Customer needs in Travel and Tourism  

Component 3: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism  

 

How is the course assessed?  

Components 1 and 2, both 30% each, are assessed by internal assessments. These are set by the exam 
board, marked by your teacher and moderated by the exam board.  Component 3, worth 40%, is an      
external assessment set and marked by the exam board.  

  

How can parents help?  

Support students in the completion of homework and preparation of assignments.  

Support with revision for the exam.  

 

Where next?  

Level 3 courses, apprenticeships. Students will also be able to access a range of jobs from cabin crew 
and holiday reps, Travel and Tourism can lead to a wide range of other careers in the areas of event & 
hospitality management, wedding planning, travel agencies, public relations, travel journalism and     
tourism marketing.  
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE BTEC TECH AWARD LEVEL 1/2  

 

The BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care will allow students to study a range of health, 
early-years care and education and social care issues.  
 

This course involves the opportunity to learn about people with differing needs and to develop skills     
including research, communication and risk assessment.  
 

Health and Social Care students could complete their Year 10 work experience in a health or social care 
setting.  

 

What will be studied?  
 

Learners will study:  

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development  

Component 2: Health and Social Care Values 

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing  

 

How is the course assessed?  

Components 1 and 2 will be assessed by completing non-examined internal assessment set by Pearson, 
marked by the centre and moderated by Pearson. Component 3 will be assessed at the end of Year 11, 
through an exam, marked externally by Pearson, and is worth 40% of the course.  

 

How can parents help?  

Students can be helped in the following ways:  

Discussing classwork and homework  

Encourage organisation, attendance and completion of homework  

Help with revision for the examination.  

 

Where next?  

Students have a wide variety of options including; Level 3 qualifications in Health and Social Care,          
Apprenticeships in a range of vocational areas and work-based training, careers in the health and social 
sector include nursing, teaching and social work.  
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BUSINESS GCSE  

Students apply their knowledge and understanding to different business contexts ranging from small    
enterprises to large multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts.        
Students develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business behaviour.  Students will 
apply their knowledge and understanding to business decision making including:  

The interdependent nature of business activity, influences on business, business operations,                   
finance, marketing and human resources, and how these interdependencies underpin business decision 
making.  

How different business contexts affect business decisions.   

The use and limitation of quantitative / qualitative data in making business decisions.  

 

What will be studied?  

Learners will study six units of work  

Business in the real world  

Influences on business  

Business operations  

Human resources  

Marketing  

Finance  

  

How is the course assessed?  

The course is assessed by two examinations at the end of Year 11:  

Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM on business activity (Units 1, 2, 3 & 4)  

90 marks  

50% of GCSE  

Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business activity (Units 1, 2, 5 & 6)  

90 marks  

50% of GCSE  

How can parents help?  

Parents should encourage an awareness of current affairs. They should ensure that they support students 
to access internet resources.  

Where next?  

After successfully completing a Level 2 course, students can choose GCE ‘A’ Level Business course       
(Level 3), investigate ‘Apprenticeships’ at Level 2 or 3 at local Colleges in a range of vocational areas.  
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CITIZENSHIP GCSE  

  

The qualification aims to develop positive and proactive citizens who have the knowledge and                
understanding to improve their communities locally, nationally and globally. From understanding the    
history of Britain as a diverse nation, to learning about the role of the United Nations, analysing the       
influence of modern media, to evaluating different methods of crime reduction, students will gain a better 
grasp of how they can play a significant role in the democratic process. The qualification also endeavours 
to develop communication, negotiation and teamwork skills, all of which are essential to future             
employers.  

  

What will be studied?  

Units Studied:   

THEME A: Living together in the UK   

THEME B: Democracy at work in the UK   

THEME C: Law and justice   

THEME D: Power and influence   

THEME E: Taking citizenship action  

  

How is the course assessed?  

Students will sit two exams, each lasting for 1 hour and 45 minutes and carrying 50% of the overall     
qualification. Whilst students do not complete a controlled assessment, they must work in small groups to 
plan a “Citizenship Action project” in which they will conduct research into an issue of their choosing and 
then work together to advocate for change. Students will analyse the effectiveness of this campaign in the 
second exam paper.  

  

How can parents help?  

Parents can go to the exam website to access specific documents and information relating to                 
qualifications. It is also possible to buy the course textbook ‘Citizenship Today’ by Jenny Wales from most 
online bookstores. Perhaps the easiest and best way for parents to support students is to encourage them 
to listen to or watch the News and then discuss news items with them. When doing so it is also helpful to 
challenge their views and present alternative ideas, even if this means “playing Devil’s Advocate”.  

  

Where next?  

The skills that this course will develop in understanding social issues would be useful in careers such as 
social work, advocacy, law, politics, the police, community work, humanitarian work,                                
journalism, communication-based industries, and the public and charity sectors.  
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COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE  

 

What will be studied?  

The course covers computer systems, networks, programming, software and hardware, data                   
representation, as well as legal, ethical and cultural issues. The programming aspect of the course uses 
different challenges to help understand the theory and concepts.  

 

How is the course assessed?  

The current specification is split into two components:  

Component 01 – Computer Systems - focuses on Computer Systems, hardware, software, networks and 
the legal and ethical impacts of digital technology.  

It is an examined unit and makes up 50% of the assessment total.  

 

Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming. Component 02 is a written exam, 
focused on computational thinking and algorithms. Students will read and correct small programs, design 
(but not code) a program from a flow chart, demonstrate knowledge of how computers sort data etc.  

It is an examined unit and makes up 50% of the assessment total.  

 

How can parents help?  

It will be useful for students to have access to a computer so that they can practise their programming 
skills outside the classroom. There are excellent resources available on the Internet:  

Go Code It – Follow tutorials and the tasks will auto mark your code.  

For theory the BBC Bitesize GCSE Computer Science website is excellent.  

https://www.clickschool.co.uk/ - has the full OCR computer GCSE course materials with some practice 
questions  

Isaac Computer Science - has the full OCR computer GCSE course materials with some practice questions 
and offers free online tutorials  

Subscribe to the excellent YouTube channel “Craig and Dave” - we use these videos in school.  

Homework is essential for this course as we use a ‘flipped learning’ approach which means the students 
carry out research and note-taking tasks as homework and then use this as the basis for completing tasks 
in class.  

 

Where next?  

A qualification in Computer Science demonstrates a degree of logical thinking and the ability to create 
and follow sequences of instructions. Computer Science is complementary to, but quite different from 
ICT.  Visit the OCR website (ocr.org.uk) to find out more about the qualification.  
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DESIGN  AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

What will be studied?  

 

The Design and Technology course is a creative and practical subject where pupils learn how to design, 
make and evaluate products that solved real-world problems.  Throughout the course, pupils will explore 
how everyday products are made, why specific materials and processes are chosen and how designers 
meet the needs of different users.  We also look at the work of notable designers and their products.  

 

Solve real problems: Don't just learn the theory - design and build actual products that make a difference 
to people and real-world problems.  

 

Get future-ready: Gain the skills and confidence you need to succeed in a high-tech world.  

See the big picture: Learn how history, culture, money, materials and the environment influence the 
things we design and make.  Learn why products are the way they are.  

Technical principles core knowledge and understanding:  

Pupils study a range of technical principles and core knowledge and understanding.  These include:  

Design and technology and our world  

Smart Materials, composite materials and technical textiles  

Electronic systems and programmable components.  

Mechanical components and devices  

Materials: Paper and boards, Thermoforming and thermosetting polymers, Ferrous and                            
non-ferrous metals and textiles  

In-depth knowledge and understanding:  

Natural and manufactured timber.  

 

How is the course assessed?  

 

A 2-hour written exam in the Summer of Year 11.  This covers all the Core and specialist knowledge you 
have studied in KS3 and KS4.  This is worth 50% of your final grade.  

 

A ‘design and make’ task called the Non-Exam Assessment (coursework) of A3 research and development 
pages.  This is worth 50% of your final grade.  
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DESIGN  AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Where next?  

 

The Design and Technology GCSE equips pupils with problem-solving, creativity and technical skills        
essential for a wide range of careers. From engineering and architecture to digital design and emerging 
technologies, D&T opens doors to exciting fields such as:  

 

Engineering & technology – Mechanical, Civil, Nuclear, Renewable Energy, and Software Engineering  

Creative & digital design – Graphic Design, Web Design, Game Design, Illustration, and Fashion Design  

Construction & manufacturing – Architecture, Carpentry, Production Planning, and Project Management  

Specialist fields – Prosthetics Design, Sports Equipment Design, Environmental Impact Assessment, and 
Aviation  

D&T prepares students for innovative, high-demand careers, shaping the future through creativity and 
technology.  

 

How can parents help?  

 

Expose pupils to design in everyday life – Encourage pupils to notice how products are design and made, 
discussing materials, sustainability, cost and function when shopping or using everyday items  

 

Support revision and exam preparation – Help their child revise key terminology, material processes in 
preparation for the Year 11 written exam  

 

Promote safe working habits – Reinforce the importance of health and safety when using tools or      
equipment at home, reflecting safe practice learned in school workshops.  

 

Encourage practical skills at home - Simple activities such as DIY tasks, model making, cooking, or           
repairing items can help their child develop practical and technical confidence.  
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DRAMA GCSE  

 

A course in GCSE Drama will enable students to:  

Develop as a performance practitioner, this will allow you to explore your practical and written ideas in a 
creative way.  

Explore a range of themes and topics whilst developing your skills as an actor or theatre designer.  

Showcase your talents during a performance exam, for this you will be filmed and perform in front of an 
examiner.  

Develop transferable skills which can be applied to a range of employment opportunities in the theatre 
world.  

  

What will be studied?  

Over the duration of the course, you will be performing in front of a live audience and examiner while 
performing your chosen script.  

The GCSE Drama course is divided into Component sections as follows:  

Devising - Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus. Work as either a Performer or a Designer.  

Performance from a Text - Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a     
performance text.   

Theatre Makers in Practise - Bringing Texts to Life and Live Theatre Evaluation.   

 

How is the course assessed?  

  

The course is assessed through a combination of practical assessments, coursework and a written exam:  

Component 1 - Internally assessed and externally moderated. - 40%  

Component 2 - Assessed by a visiting examiner. - 20%  

Component 3 - Written examination. - 40%  

  

Where next?  

After successfully completing Drama GCSE students can go on to study A-Level Drama at Fakenham Sixth 
Form or Performing Arts Qualifications that can be found at several Drama schools in London. They could 
also study set, lighting and costume at Level 3. Being confident in front of an audience can be a valuable 
skill with positions such as film and television, retail, travel and tourism or sales and marketing.  
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AQA GCSE FRENCH 2026  

  

The French GCSE includes engaging and relatable content which is relevant to students current and future 
needs. The themes are based on content which will be interesting to students and that will inspire them 
to discuss and interact with the materials.  

  

The thematic contexts that students will study are:  

  

Theme 1 – People and lifestyle  

 

Identity and relationships  

Healthy living and lifestyle  

Education and work  

  

Theme 2 – Popular culture  

 

Free time activities  

Customs and festivals  

Celebrity culture  

  

Theme 3 – Communication and the world around us  

 

Travel and tourism  

Media and technology  

The environment and where people live  

  

The qualification consists of four papers and each paper is available at both Foundation and Higher tier, 
with students entering all four papers at a single tier.  

  

Paper 1 – Speaking in French 25%  

Paper 2 – Listening and understanding in French 25%  

Paper 3 – Reading and understanding in French 25%  

Paper 4 – Writing in French 25%  
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE  

  

The world in which we live is changing and is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever 
done before. GCSE Geography explains why this is so and helps to prepare you for and understand these 
changes. It is about real-life issues which are impacting all of us, be it in north Norfolk, the United        
Kingdom, Europe or across the world.  

GCSE Geography provides an excellent academic foundation for a range of future studies and careers,   
given its ability to develop and justify detailed, analytical explanations of the interconnections between 
complex issues facing the world at   
present and into the future. Studying 
Geography provides students with a 
plethora of skills. The subject links the 
arts and sciences 
and consequently combines well with 
many other GCSE options.  

  

What will be studied?  

The GCSE Geography course has three 
main units:  

Unit 1 - Living with the Physical         
Environment, includes studies on     
tectonic hazards, weather and climate, 
coasts, rivers, ecosystems including rainforests and cold environments.  

Unit 2 - Challenges in the Human Environment, includes urban issues and challenges, the changing       
economic world and resource management.  

Unit 3 - Geographical Application is skills based, including an issue evaluation and fieldwork.  

  

How is the course assessed?  

Units 1, 2 and 3 will all be assessed through written examinations. There is no coursework element. Unit 3 
will include questions on an issue contained within pre-release material, together with assessment of 
fieldwork based on the north Norfolk coast and in Fakenham.  

 

Where next?  

Many of our students go on to enjoy Geography at A level. It is included in the English Baccalaureate, 
providing a pathway and the skills necessary to progress through A-Levels onto university entry in a wide 
range of courses and providing the basis for an extensive array of career options.  

Geography is also highly valued by employers, the range of transferable literacy and numerical skills   
studied in a real-world context, provide students an ability to empathise, analyse and evaluate               
information and make informed decisions.  
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HISTORY GCSE  

History helps explain why the world is as it is and helps students understand this by studying the key 
events, achievements and individuals of past societies. It is highly regarded as an academic discipline and 
is excellent preparation for a variety of A-level and University courses. A qualification in History is also 
highly respected by employers; it is evidence of an ability to research and analyse evidence, successfully 
organise and communicate knowledge, think critically and deal effectively with complex issues and        
information.   

There is a significant focus on reading source material, making detailed notes and constructing essay-style 
answers, so good literacy skills are essential for success.  

 

What will be studied?  

The Edexcel GCSE History Specification consists of four modules of study:  

Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588  

Medicine in Britain C1250-Present  

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939  

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1945-1991  

 

How is the course assessed?  

Teachers mark and grade students’ work, with focus on module assessments and mock examinations. 
Homework is set and is compulsory; will be revision activities and past paper exam questions.  

There are three examination papers taken at the end of Year 11, which focus on high value 
written answers. There is no coursework.   

How can parents help?  

 

Parents can help by:  

Ensuring that students have the necessary books and equipment for every lesson.   

Discussing with students the work they have done.   

Attending parents evenings and reading reports to keep up to date on progress being made, e.g.            
assessment marks, and attitude to learning grades.  

Encouraging students to complete homework on time.  

 

Where next?  

The transferable literacy and analytical skills which GCSE History develops are viewed as an asset in the 
complex world of employment today and can be used across a range of future jobs and careers. History is 
seen as a valuable academic subject, providing a pathway and the skills necessary to progress through      
A-Levels onto University entry and employment.  
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HOSPITALITY AND CATERING EDUQAS LEVEL 1/2  

  

WJEC Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Awards in Hospitality and Catering allows learners to build knowledge, 
understanding and skills relating to the hospitality and catering sector. This qualification also supports 
learners to develop employability skills that are valued by employers and further and higher education.  

  

What will be studied?  

There are 2 units to study over two years:  

Unit 1 - The Hospitality and Catering Industry. This includes an online or written examination to be       
completed in January/June of year 11 and can be re-sat if necessary. It is eighty minutes long and is 
marked by the exam board. This unit is worth 40% of overall grade.  

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action. This unit includes one practical exam, a two-course meal with 
accompaniments and theory tasks set by the exam board. This whole unit is averaged across all total 
marks and worth 60% of overall grade.  The weighting between written work and practical work for 
this component for examination is 70/30.  

  

Grades available from the award are:  

Level 1-Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Distinction *, Level 2-Pass, Level 2 Merit , Level 2 
Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*.  

 

How can parents help?  

Support students by providing ingredients and helping with finding recipes.  

Making sure students research or revise when necessary.   

Students will be required to purchase a uniform for working in a kitchen, costing approximately £25.  

  

Where next?  

After gaining this award students could take their skills further by taking Level 3 & 4 qualifications in the 
Hospitality and Catering Industry, which can 
be done either at College or while employed. 
Apart from working in hotels or restaurants, 
there are many career paths where this     
qualification could be useful, for example 
tourism management, armed forces catering, 
food safety supervision, environmental 
health, or teaching. Students will also be   
confident to cook for themselves healthy 
dishes when living away from home.   
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GCSE EDUQAS MUSIC  

A GCSE music qualification allows students to explore their skills in Performing, Composing and              
Listening/Appraising, enabling students to understand and appreciate different styles of music. Students 
will engage actively in the study of music by developing musical skills and interests, including the ability to 
compose music and perform. GCSE Music is ideal for students who already play an instrument or sing, as 
this counts toward 30% of their overall qualification.  

This course will enable you to:  

develop an appreciation of music through an active involvement in music making, both as an individual 
and as a team player.  

develop broader life skills, including critical and creative thinking, emotional awareness, cultural            
understanding, self-discipline and confidence.  

increase your knowledge of music theory and the musical elements to accurately describe what you can 
hear.  

extend instrumental skills in both solo and ensemble performance.  

provide evidence to employers about your commitment, dedication and ability to work in a team.  

 

Course content  

The course is split into 3 sections:  

Performance (30%) - By performing (either on an instrument or singing) both an ensemble and solo, you 
will show accuracy, expression and appropriate interpretation.  

Composition (30%) - You will create compositions using instruments/voices through computer              
software, demonstrating an ability to create and develop musical ideas.  

Listening/Appraising (40%) - You will identify music from different styles and traditions and evaluate them 
using appropriate musical vocabulary. The 4 main areas of study are:  

AOS1 - Musical Forms and Devices  

AOS2 - Music for Ensemble  

AOS3 - Film Music  

AOS4 - Popular Music  

 

Special notes  

If you study GCSE Music we strongly recommend that you are already taking weekly instrumental lessons 
(either using our in school instrumental teachers or external tutors). At the end of this course, you will be 
expected to be around a grade 3 standard.  

 

Post-16 courses available  

BTEC Music Performance or other Level 3 courses within music production, technology and performance.  
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PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS GCSE  

The Philosophy and Ethics course has discussion and argument at its heart. Students are able to consider 
the different reasons for people’s actions and how it links to their personal beliefs and values. If you have 
opinions of your own and are interested in those of others, look no further! The course looks at a range of 
philosophical and ethical dilemmas and issues that affect us within the world today such as:  

Should the death penalty allowed?  

How should we respond in war?  

Is there a preferred family dynamic?  

How should we treat the environment and animals?  

  

What will be studied?  

The Philosophy element will cover beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam.   

This is paper 1.  

The Ethics element will consider:  

Theme A: Relationships and Family.  

Theme B: Religion and life.  

Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict.  

Theme E: Crime and Punishment.  

  

How is the course assessed?  

There is no coursework for this subject, both exams are taken at the end of year 11. The exam board we 
use is AQA specification A.  

 

How can parents help?  

Parents can help best by listening to their child explain philosophical ideas and by asking questions.      
Having someone with whom to debate and discuss moral issues is invaluable to help learners to develop 
their argument. Watching the News as well as films and literature which cover the themes that we study 
help to develop a broader understanding of the topics. Check the revision books that are provided to    
students and discuss ideas with them.  

  

Where next?  

A-level courses possibly leading on to degree level qualifications. Like other humanities subjects, it is    
valued by employers as it fosters skills in analytical thinking and communication that are useful in a       
variety of careers, from law to business to working with people. Having the ability to discuss ideas and 
understand different point of views enables full consideration of multiple views and encourages a positive 
community.  
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SCIENCE GCSE  

 

All students will study Science during Key Stage 4. Most students will do Combined Science that will lead 
to two GCSEs in Combined Science. This will include an equal amount of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

Some students will have the opportunity to apply for Triple Science. This means they will study for a GCSE 
in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

This choice will be made with guidance from their Year 9 teacher and the Head of Science. Please note 
that you do not need to study all three sciences to study Science at A-Level or at University.  

 

What will be studied?  

Cell biology, transport systems (blood and circulation), health, disease and the development of medicines, 
coordination and control, photosynthesis, ecosystems, inheritance, variation and evolution, atomic    
structure and the periodic table, structure, bonding and the properties of matter, chemical changes,     
energy changes in chemistry, the rate and extent of chemical change, chemical analysis, chemical and  
allied industries, Earth and atmospheric science, energy, forces, forces and motion, waves in matter, light 
and electromagnetic waves, electricity, magnetism and electromagnetism, the particle model of matter 
and atomic structure. You will need to carry out at least 16 practical tasks (24 for Triple Science). There 
will be questions on these in the exam.  

 

How is the course assessed?  

Assessment is by exam only. All of the      
exams will take place at the end of Year 11. 
Each exam will count equally towards the 
final grade. There will be six exams; two in 
biology, two in chemistry and two in      
physics. If you take Triple Science the exams 
are  slightly longer.  

 

There is no coursework or controlled        
assessment.  

 

Where next?  

All of these courses lead on to A-Level Sciences and Science related subjects at university such as           
Engineering and Forensic Science, as well as apprenticeships and scientific careers.  

How can parents help?  

The Science department offers the chance to purchase revision guides and workbooks at a much            
reduced rate. Letters will be given out in the September of Year 10.  
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AQA GCSE SPANISH 2026  

  

The Spanish GCSE includes engaging and relatable content which is relevant to students current and     
future needs. The themes are based on content which will be interesting to students and that will inspire 
them to discuss and interact with the materials.  

  

The thematic contexts that students will study are:  

  

Theme 1 – People and lifestyle  

Identity and relationships  

Healthy living and lifestyle  

Education and work  

  

Theme 2 – Popular culture  

Free time activities  

Customs and festivals  

Celebrity culture  

  

Theme 3 – Communication and the world around us  

 

Travel and tourism  

Media and technology  

The environment and where people live  

  

The qualification consists of four papers and each paper is available at both Foundation and Higher tier, 
with students entering all four papers at a single tier.  

  

Paper 1 – Speaking in Spanish 25%  

Paper 2 – Listening and understanding in Spanish 25%  

Paper 3 – Reading and understanding in Spanish 25%  

Paper 4 – Writing in Spanish 25%  
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NOTES 
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